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After the American Revolutionary War, lands in central and
western New York state became available for settlement. These
were lands that Oliver Phelps and Nathaniel Gorham acquired from
Massachusetts, lands in the Holland Purchase, and other tracts
of land. One early settlement, lMcCrackenville, was éttempted
early in the nineteenth century at the west side of the Lower
Falls of the Genesee river, north of the burgeoning village of
Rochesterville. Réchesterville; a village in 1817, incorporated
as the city of RocLestér in 1834 and absorbed McCrackenville
into its own boundéﬁg; éventually the familiar name of the area
beside the Lower Falls slipped from usage, and few current
residents of that area, or of greater Rochester itself, are
aware of McCrackenville‘s one—-time existence.

A search for £Hé pioneer settlers of lMcCrackenville, and
for the reason or reésons why its familiar name did not continue
in popular use beyond the 1850s, leads also to records of land
purchases further west in New York state. Sewveral brothers
MgCracken, Dr. David, William J., and Gardiner, may have
listened to the advice of Oliver Phelps about the desireabilty
of western New York State lands, dp, more likely to Phelp's
fellow townsmen from Suffield, the Kings, Grangers, and Rouwes
who bought land near the western baﬂk of the Genesee riwver
before the close of the eighteenth century (Slocum, 1848, 3;
Turner 1851, 420-21). David and William McCracken first bought
land in the Holland Purchase in or around Batavia, then these

McCracken brothers came east to the area around the Lower Falls

of the Genesee river and began to make plans for a settlement
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which could benefit from the water power available from the
falls, and plans for the potential mill sites which could be
sold there. William became a tavern keeper further south along
the road toward Rochesterville, in the area later known as
Frankfort.

One may discern a web of interpersonal_relationships
between early settlers as they migrated, bought and'sold lands,
in their efforts to make a living on a new and raw frontier. In
these relationships one might search for the events which could
explain the "community" name which was used for the area and
possibly uncover the elements of "community" which an
anthropologist would recognize.

A modern writsr, novelist and screenuriter John Gregory

Dunne, in a program shown on Rochester's public television

channel on Nuvember 10, 1880, 8:00 p. m. made the statement
"Community is built on shared experiences." This varies
considerably from the criteria anthropologists may argue over,
but this rssearcher will seek the kinship ties and common
origins upon which these early settlers may have acted in their

emigrations and business transactions.

Method of Research

Because this researcher is unaware of living descendants of

the three McCracken brothers, it has been necessary to search

for other means to learn about their lives and deeds: to search

.

out existing writings and records about the McCracken pioneers.
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Constraints of time and distance have caused this research to be
limited to material available in the City of Rochester, New
York, county of Monroe. I have examfgsi some materials held in
libraries including the following:

— Drake IMemorial Librar§;‘State University of New York at
Brockport; Charles Cowling, aréhivist for western Monroe County
records |

- Library at the Rochester Museum and Science Center,
Leatrice Kemp, lib;arian

— Rochester Historical Society Library, Elizabeth Holihan,
president; Megan Lodge, administrative assistant

- Rundel Libra;y, Rochester Public Library, Rochester, New
York, Wayne Arnold, librarian, Local History Division

-~ Rush Rhees Library, University of~Rochester, Karl
Kabelac, archivist, Rare Books Division

The Offices of the County and City Historians may also be
consulted about early records of some localities, but since the
earliest transactions for McCracken land were before HMonroe
County was established in 1821, and before Rochester became a
city in 1834, a search of earliest Monroe County records is not
always productive of useful material. Earlier records may exist
in Ontario and Genesee counties.

I have also consulted with the following personnel of
public agencies:

- Tim O'Connell, Engineering Records, City Engineer's

Office, City Hall, Rochester, New York
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- Paul Wheeler, Records Management, Monroe County Clerk's -ji¢:" "
Office, Monroe County 0Ofice Building, Rochester, New Yi:i//(/ )

Comments

Archivists and librarians can direct a researcher to books
which hold lists of early maps and their locations, and also to

indices of collections of writings such as the Rochester

)

[
Historical Society Publication Fund Series (RHSPFS), apd to

the booklet, Rochester History, published by the.OPfice.of the

City Historian. There are also dther compilations of titles
about early regional history, indices of early newspaper
articles relative to an area of research, and obitﬁary files in
"Rundel Library's Local History division. o

The City Engineer's 0ffice is an excellent source for early

and current maps, pictures of the Lower Falls area, and also

has a copy of the Cultural Resources Inventory for the Local

Waterfront Revitalization Program City of Rochester, Monroe
County, New Yo;k, prepared by the Cultural Resource Survey
Program Division of the Rochester Museum & Science Center for
the City of Rochester. Mr. 0'Connell is knowlédgeable about the
area in which this researcher is inﬁerested.

Records of many sales and exchanges of real estate by
the McCrackens may be found at the County Clerk's Office, and
are openly available to the public. Reading these records is

very tedious because of the legal terminology and the

.
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description of land saies in specific terms used by surveyors.
Also, it has happened that mention was made in writings by some
pioneers to transactions made which have not as yet been found
in the county records.

The Rochester Historical Society has records from the
registry of the early days of the Episcopal Churc?% of
Rochester, as well as early Ciéy Directories, and its own
Publication Fund Series. Thisjseries is alsﬁ available at the

Rundel Library, and the Library at the Rochester Museum and

Science Center.

Problems encountered \

N . . '» A ,}\
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Librarians usually require specific request for material.
i
They do not routinely make suggestions. They might do so if the
department is not crowded or extremely busy with many patrons.
A department may also have a directive which requires it to
limit service to any one patron to ten minutes, for example.

Machines for reading the reels of microfilm iﬁ the Rundel Local

History department may be out of service at times, or may be in

constant use by other researchers. However, the machines in
another department can be used. Material over a certain age may
not be photocopied. No material circulates.

The earliest city directories do not have consistent
spelling of surnames, and do not contain reliable house numbers

for dwellings. ‘Also, early street names do not coordinate with
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present day street names. As an example of the difficulties of
consulting one early city directory (1827), its listing of
residents’' names is by wards, in rough alphabetical order, and
locates "boérders“ only as "boards with ' , " the name
of the householder, and does not include any area outside the
city. No material circulates and some may not be photocopied.

The requests for certain‘information in some departménts."
are gometimes answered by '"unavailable" or "cannot be located."
Best 'cooperation is received by courteously requesting an
apppihthénf Qith persons who have many demands upon their time.

Care must be taken when working with the old standard
historical referénce books, Pioneer History of Phelés and

Gorham's Purchase by Orsamus Turner and Sketches of
Rochegter by Henry 0'Reilly, because the inclusion of
supplements or appendices results in duplication of numbered
pages, and confusion, until one gets used to the page
arrangements in the books.

Drake Memorial Libray at SUNY Brockport holds only
historical records for the western part of Monroe County.

The Rare Books Division of the Rush Rhees Library at the
University of Rochester has somewhat limited hours of
availability, and inquiry should be'made before making a visit.
Researchers are provided with a locker for most personal
belongs, since only pencils, notebooks, and necessary research

materials may be taken into the department. The department
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closes completely between noon and one p.m. for a lunch break.

No material circulates.
McCrackenville, some of its inhabitants, and other pioneers

.What can be known about the McCracken brothers of
McCrackenville from the writings of hiStdrians, other early
writers, and the Rochester newspapers of earlier days? Many of
these were located and searched in an attempt to discover what

was going on in McCrackenville in the early nineteenth century.

Dr. David McCracken, thé oldest of the three brothers, was
the third person to purchase land in Batavia Village in 1801,
the year the Holland Purchase was first opened for settlement
(Turner, 1850, 454). Before this time, a David McCrgcken
appears in the New York Census Index of 1800, p.153, as residing
in Cayuga County. Without further research in census and
genealogical records, one can only assume that this might have u44+u4¢
. gaan
been the sqme person; he might also have been a collateral
relative. | |
The census record of 1810 doeskshow that Dawvid McCracken
resided in Genesee county, and that:his household consisted of
two males over ten years of age but under twenty-six years of
age, and two males twenty-six years of age but under forty—five
vears of age. Brothers William and Gardiner probably were the

: . . - . - R
males under twenty-six years of age, since their ages (given 1in
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obituaries which will be cited below) £it that description.

David, who was seventy—-four when he died in 1842, (Rochester

Daily Democrat, July 18, 1842, 3-2) would have been one of the
males under forty-five years of age.

Orsamus Turner, (1850, 465) says David was a physician,
"the first upon the purchase" and that he had "for a long period
an extended practice." David was also the "first Under Sheriff
and jailer of Genesee County" (Turner, 1850, 525). ;

Orsamus Turner (1851, 620) writes that the McCracken
brothers "removed to Rochester soon after the war." That waé
the War of 1812, when many who lived in the western regions of
the étafe moved east, away from the continued presencse of thé
British in the Niagara frontier. Many were also afraid to l£§e
too near the mouth of the Genesee because of the raids made.biv'l
British ships. Turner also said, in the same reference, that ‘
David purchased a tract of land near Deep Hollow, on the River
"which is now embraced in the city" and that he died "at an
advanced age . . . childless." Deep Hollow, also known earlier
as Gulph Stream, appears on early maps as emptying into the
river just south of the Lower Fails.

Henry O'Reilly, editor of Rochester's first daily

newspaper, the Rochester Daily Aadvertiser, and author of a

book written about Rochester, Sketches of Rochester with

Incidental Notices of Western New York, 1838, says that David

was not practicing as a physician in Rochester (ibid. 324). He

lived, before 1820, in a large house in a grove at what is now

-
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the southwest corner of Lake Avenue and McCracken Street (now

Driving Park Avenue) (Rochester Historical Society

' Publication Fund Series VI, 133, 344-345, hereafter referred to
as RHSPFS. |

In 1828 David McCracken was Anti—-Masonic candidate for
assessor of Gates (Anti—-Masonic Enquirer, April 7, 1828, 2-2).
In 1831, he was appointed culler of staves and heading of

Orleans County (Rochester Daily Advertiser, March 23, 1831,

2-2). In 1832 a partnership he was involved in with two other
persons was dissolved (Rochester Da;Ix Advertiser, April 30,
1832, 2-5). '-

Henry O‘'Reilly (1838, 372x) givés no year for the following
account in his book \

Paper-making.-—Gilman and Sibleylestablished a

paper-mill in 1819, which passed ;nto'the hands of

Everard Peck, and was burned several years ago. The

business was discontinued; but a new start has been

made in it by P. Foley & Co., who have leased and

altered for the purpose the flouring-mill of Dr.

M'Cracken, on the east side of the Lower Falls, in the

second ward [emphasis addedl].
Emphasis is added above because "on the east gide" no doubt
referred to the east side'of the McCracken tract, since the
second ward was on the west side of the Genesee River.

In 1835 Qldermén Lathrop presented to city authorities an
account in the amount of $8,300 for D. McCracken, for building a
road and bridge at the west end of Carthage bridge, and an

additional amount of $51.71 for materials, services etc. for

Carthage bridge (Rochester Daily Democrat, October 9, 1835,

L3
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2-3). Thls was probably for constructlon of NcCracken Street

ETR Y .-

from near the river gorge to the road called State Street Uthh N

- Cn et =

ran from Rochester toward Hanford' s Landlng. _Qccording to the

- R US—,

%
County Clerk s record there was an exchange of land for thls -

W P

purpose recorded in 1836 (Liber 33, 450). . . -

NE wf - 3

. In a later year the Common Copnoil.recqrded the following: .

Resolved, that David McCracken, one of the city
assessors, be substituted for P. P. Peck excused on
the grohnds of interest for serving as assessor for
Clarlssa st. bridge provided he is not interested in’
the premlses or kin to persons so interested . . . . = |
(Rochester . Daily Democrat, August 29, 1839, 2-6). b

The Eplscopal Church records which the Rochester Historical
. . .~ . . - g2t ¥ ~i7 < - .
Society holds in its library,’ (Episcopal Churéh Records, 1820 -

. - - L T 3 4 - R Ay v R ?‘: A i - re e
1851, Part I '‘Rochester Genealoglcal SOCLG%JZ 1982) contains an

: [=31 Pt - A 3 - Lo

entry that a funeral was held for ana,'wife"%f’David‘MCCracken
o SO B s e e s

on 14 October, 183?. ther a mourning(%erlod of seven months,

Dr.'‘David apparently marrled again, to ngqglﬁa There

‘v

riatq;

- comeag] T, e Y

appeared 1n an Index of neuspaper items a reference to this ”

£

[

marriage (Rochester Republican, May 29, i838,'3—4). This

researcher was unable to verify the iﬁem'becauee of the j Q-X

- - - T . -
deteriorated condition of the newspaper which was copied onto

.
i o . S A A B PR I e A

the microfilm.
Dr. David McCracken died in 1842; his obituary follows

In this city on Saturday the B6th last very suddenly of
affliction of the heart aged 74 years. In the morning
the deceased was up in the city, in apparent health,
moved with a firm step, and was afterwards engaged in
his corn field till near one o'clock when he returned
to his home, complained of pain in his breast and at
3, two short hours after, he was a corpse. How
impressive!the language 'in the midst of life, we are
in death® (Rochester Baily Democrat, July 18, 1842,
3-2).

H
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These account of the events so far discovered in Dr. David

‘McCracken's life seem to indicate that hé led the life of an
_educated, civic minded citizen involved with the life of a
frontier, a developing area of New York state, In a later
section of this paper, which will degl with the many real estate
transaction of all three brothers, it may become apparent that
be was also entrepreneurial in his buying-and selling of parts
of the McCracken Tract in his efforts to stimulate the further

. settlement of his area.

Next in age to Dr. David was William J., according to his
obituary to be cited later, which can be interpreted to show
that he was about twelwve years younger than David, or, about
tdéﬂty—tuo vears old in 1806 when he purchased land in Township
12, Range 2, of the Holland Purchase (Turner, 1850, 462). Near
neighborse (for those times) in Township 11, Range 1 werse Lyman
D. and Harvey Prindle, who bought their land in 1803 and 1805
respectively (Turner, 1850, 455, 458). One may make another
assumption that the Eleanor Prindle McCracken, wife of William
J. McCracken, whose obituary appears here,might well have been a
sister of his neighbors.

In this city on the 2nd inst, of congestion of the

brain, Eleanor, wife of W. J. McCracken aged 56 years.

Funeral at St. Luke's this (Saturday) afternoon at

half past 2 o'clock (Rochester Daily Democrat, March

4, 1843, 2-7?, and additional notice, Rochester

Republican, March 7, 1843, 3-5).

It was a real estate transaction of July 28, 1847 (Liber 75,

IS
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172, County Clerk's 0ffice) between Sarah Prindle, wife of Lyman
D. Prindle, and Caroline, wife of Harvey Prindle, who returned
to William J. McCracken land he had originally deeded to the
Prindle brothers in 1827-—and the discovery that William
McCracken's wife was a Prindle——which suggested an in—law family
relationship between William and the Prindle brothers. The
discovery of Eleaﬁor;é maiden name came from the obituary 0Of
Lavira McCracken Blanchard, daughter of William J. and Eleanor
(Prindle) McCracken ([Rochester Daily Union alnd Advertiser,
Monday March 27-/93, and, Barton's 2nd Obituary Book, 68).

Lavira (Mrs. Hiram Blanchard) related her "Reminiscences of
McCrackenviiié" to Charles Hastings Wiltsie, who read the
account before the Rochester Historical Society in 18391
(RHSPFS VI, 129-134). In this interview Lavira said her
father built the North American Hotel, and owned it for many
vears, working as landlord and manager until 1837. This was the
later name of the "Tavern, by William M'Cracken” that 0'Reilly
listed among the hotels of Rochester (0'Reilly, 1838, 376x).

Further information about this hotel (aléo sometimes
referred to as the "McCrackenville Tavern") inclﬁding its
location, can be found in RHSPFS VI, 343-346. A picture of

it can be found in Rochester History, vol. L, No. 3, July

1988.
Lavira, eldest daughter of William J. McCracken, who was
born in Batavia in 1812, (RHSPFS VI, 129) married Hiram

Blanchard, a merchant (Rochester Gem and Ladies Amulet,

October 7, 1837, 158-3). Blanchard's store was directly across
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the street from her father's hotel (Varney, RHSPES VIII, 220).
Another daughter of the William McCrackens, Marietta, born in
Batavia in 1815, (RHSPFS VI, 134) married Andrew Jackson
Langworthy in 1837 (Rochester Gem and Ladies fmulet,
September 23, 1837, 151-3).
‘ A note of sadness: the Episcopal Church Records

1820-1851 contains a poignant combination of entries:

McCracken, Albert, son of Wm. J. and (4———5 McCracken, L

baptized 18 July, 1821
GOt -
McCracken, (——-) a child of W. J. McCracken

“uneral for 27 July, 1821

McCracken, (————) Son of Wm. J. McCrack;p
funeral for 12 June, 1823. \
The church record does not seem to place much'impontance in
naming infants when they had a funeral, and dié not name the

RS
4

wife of William McCracken when she had a funeral. Only the k»Yp*—~/j

aL e

name of the male relative is noted.

In 1828 William offered himself as a candidate for Monroe

County sheriff (Rochester Daily Telegraph, October 8,

1828,2-%5). He was robbed of a valuable gold uatéh in 1863
(Rochester Daily Union, September 12? 1853, 2-4). His house
and lot on Brown Street were sold for $2500 in 1854 (Rocheéter
Daily Democrat, February 16, 1854, 2-5).

In 1841 the following item appeared in a daily paper; it

could be seen to illustrate William's good heart and willingness

»
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to help a fellow citizen, and that citizen's ability to take
advantage of others' good will

‘Enos Stone's Case' —-The Legislature has at length
rendered justice to this Individual and those
associated with him as bondsmen for TMMr. Van Slyce,
formerly Canal Collector at this place. If we are
correctly informed, Van Slyck was in arrears to a
large amount before he procured security — a fact that
was unknown to his friends, Enos Stone, William J.
McCracken, Elisha Ely and Leonard Denison, who became
his bail. After they had done so, all money which
came into his hands was duly paid over, but credited
to his previous defalcations [embezzlements]. —— On
his leaving qhe qffice the deficiency still
existed,and the State commenced a suit against his
bail for the amount. ' We congratulate those
individuals, whose enterprise and business has been
so long frustrated, on the removal of the inéumbrance.
The only wonder is that it should have taken the
representatives of the Empire State so long to render
what appears to us only an act of simple Jjustice
(Rochester Daily Democrat, April 10, 1841, 2-7).

. \

Yet another item in a daily paper of the time, although it
does not name Wilia@ McCracken as an object of the article,
pertains to an establishment that was located at the place
where McCracken Tavern stood, and did take place at a time when
it is not presently known whether he was still involved there.
It is indicative of the temper of the tihe, yhen the Temperance
forces within the city were press;ng for their ;deals

'A Rummer Stirred Up'—-Mr. Editor——Permit us to relate
to you the proceedings of a little temperance meeting
held on the corner of Brown and State Streets opposit
the Frankfort Market on Thursday the fifth instant at
one o'clock. A large assembly collected and a friend,
Morton, took the stand and commenced addressing the
people, and our banner was flying high in the air,
when the tavern keeper came out with a whiskey bottle
in hand and commenced abusing the speaker and stated
that he would whip him if it was not for the law - and
then in a rage kicked over the cask that the speaker
stood upon and knocked him over. He received a slight
injury by a cut from a stone pitcher which was filled
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with cold water, but we kept the field as there was
but two to oppose us with the tavern keeper out of
about 200. The tavern keeper then took his bottle and
took a glass of the poison and invited his friends all
to come up and drink —— 0Only two however accepting the
invitation when Mr. tavern keeper walked away and his
two rummies with him, with shame and contempt upon
their heads. This is a true statement of the facts,
Sir, and now we leave it to a discerning public
for consideration. We the undersigned are witness to
the above.

- [Twelve names follow]
There will be a meeting at the same place this day at
half past one o'clock. All the friends of Temperance
are invited to be present (Rochester Daily Democrat,
January 6, 1843, 3-6).

A dispatch from Milwaukee appeared in a local paper in 1872
relating the death there, at 88 years of age, of William
McCracken, one of four brothers who had resided in Rochester "50
vears ago." William was reported to have been a well known
citizen and a pioneer. The article also meptioned his
connection with the North American Hotel, then known as
McCracken Tavern. William was described as an intelligent and
genial gentleman, consulted by almost everyone as one of the
oracles of the village. It was mentioned that his brothers had
passed away, one by one, until he was the only survivor. He was
said to have been a fine gentleman who knew how to enjoy life,
and in that enjoyment attained a ripe age. His remains were to

be brought to the city (Rochester) for interment (Rochester
Daily Union and Advertiser, June 17, 1872, 2-6).

Several dayslater énother item appeared in the same daily
paper

Personal —‘Lyman McCracken — extensively known
throughout the West from his frequent humerous
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contributions to the press - as "Tangle" — and the
only surviving son of the late Wm. J. McCracken, is
here upon his "native heath," the sad duty of

accompanying the remains of his venerated father to
their last resting place bringing him hitherward.

(Rochester Daily Union and Advertiser, June 21,

1872, 3-4).

One can wonder if Lyman was named after his mother's
b}other, Lyman Pr;ndle. Some who study gfenealogy look for names
uhi;h pass down in fémiliqs when they are looking for
relationships.

What can be said about William? His position as a tavern
keeper gave him a listening post for the events of the times,
and his obituary comments on the regard in which he was held by
others. The neuspaper account regarding the embezzlement of Mr.
Van Slyck speaks to William McCracken's willingness to Jjoin with
others to help out a man who appeared to be in trouble, and also
that he apparently had the means to give that help. There was
also a hint from another researcher about a race horse owned by
Mr. McCracken (Liberal Advocate, 22 March 1834). That
reference has not been located yet, but it may be indicative of
his interest in a sport that gave many a means "“to enjoy life"
in the days when the horse was a mainstay of transportation as
well as a form of entertainment, and a way to affirm a man's
status if the horse was a handsome 6ne or a fast steed.

It is also possible that his interest in being a tavern
keeper was stimulated by his acquaintance with Abel Rowe who
bought land in Batavia Village in the same year that his brother

Dawvid purchased_land at the same place (Turner, 1850, 454).

IS
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Turner tells us that Abel Rowe was the first tavern keeper in
.Batavia (Turner 1850, 464). It is not difficult to assume that
. William was well aware of Abel and his occupation, and if
William was as affable in his early years as he was reported to
have been in his later years, he may have seen it to be his best
opportunity to adopﬁ the same occupation when later he removed
to the Rochesterville ahd Frankfort area.

|

The last of the McCracken bfothers.so far known to have lived in
the McCrackenville area'oé present day Rochester, New York, was

)
Gardiner, or Gardner as his name was sometimes recorded, Jjust as

the family name was var}ously spelled in those early days as:
McCraken, McCrackin, or ﬁcCrakin. David was the youngest of the
three brothers. The New'Qork_Cenéus of 1820 records that
Gardner McCrakin lived in\the Gates census division of Genesee
county, as some of the area in Township 1, Short Range west of
the Genesee river was then designated. That could put him in
the McCrackenville area.

A Grantor deed in the Monroe County Ckerg's office records
that for $1.00 Gardiner obtained %rom James Brisban of Genesee
County part of Lot 44 Township Number 1 in the short range of
Townships in the Phelps and Gorham purchase west of the Geﬁesee
river, beginning at the northeast corner of the lot and running
188 feet westward, then south to the center of Gulph Creek, down

the center of the creek to the margin of the riwver, then back to

the place of beéinning (July 19, 1821, Liber 1, p. 148).
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Great lot 44 is the one shown on early maps as McCrackenville.
James Brisbane had purchased land in Batavia Village in
" 1802, one year later than had Dr. David McCracken, (Turner,
1850, 455). One of the early street names of'McCrackenVille was
“"Brisbane Street," so again one can see a trace of the web of
interpersonal relationships that must have existed between early
settlérs on the frontier of western New York state.’ Jémes
Brisbane was first deputy county clerk of Genesee county, and
Da&id.M'Cracken was first Under Sheriff and jailor (Turner,
' 1850, 525).
The name of Abel Rowe has been introduced above (p.16) and
\‘it fits in here also. When a meeting was hela to establish
\first public library upon the Holland Purchase, it was held at
'ébelis home (Turner, 1850, 525). Would David not have attended?
hbel was also one of four brothers who had first settled in 17388
near what was King's Landing (Turner. 1851, 421), the ill-fated
settlement north of what was later to become McCrackenville.
While Gardiner lived in McCrackenville his niece, Lavira,
William's daughter, said
The old Gardner McCracken homestead was on the south

east corner of Lake Avenue and McCracken street; the
house stood back some distance from the street in a

grove of large trees. The David McCracken homestead
was opposite on the west side of Lake Avenue (RHSPFS
Vi, 133)

Another reference was found that Gardiner later lived on Lake
Avenue near Ambrose street (RHSPFS, VI, 344-345). Gardiner

apparently was a miller according to O'Reilly, who wrote

L3
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The mill of Gardiner McCracken, east side of the Lower
Falls has been converted into a paper mill, and leased

to Messrs Foley and Co. (0'Reilly, 1838, 370)

. This appears to be the same mill 0'Reilly attributed to Dr.

David (see page nine, this document). There were several

exchanges of real estate between these two brothers, and
possibly this was one of them, or O'Reilly misgtated the
ownérship. A further study of the Grantor Deeds recoéd,
is incomplete at this time, may eventually clear up tSis
This record as known at present, and as researched up'to

is attached to this paper as Appendix A.

The incidents of Gardiner's life that hawve been uncovered

so far from the newspapers and writings of the times follow.

o !

]
In 1829 the following notice appeared in a local paper

The Anti-Masonic Republican Electors of the town of

Gates are requested to meet at the Mansion House, on

Thursday the 8th of October, at three o'clock P. Il
and appoint five delegates to attend the County
Convention
- September 23, 1828
C. H. Bicknell,
J. P. Needham,
Lester Beardslee,
Gardner M'Kraken,
Ezra Mason
Town Committee
(Anti—Masonic Enquirer, October 6, 18293,

2-2)

In 1835, we find him as a Delegate from the second ward to

the Whig County Convention. This convention was held at

Democratic Hall, in the city of Rochester on September 30, 1835

-
(Rochesgter Daily Democrat, Qctober 2, 1835, 2-1).

In 1841 Gardiner wrote a lengthy letter to a newspaper
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(more than a full column) urging that a road be built from Lower
Falls to the head of navigation on the west side of the Genesee
River (Rochester Daily Democrat, November 18, 1841, 2-5). He
gave the following reasons for urging this action:

— he had observed for twenty-two vears the inhabitants of
the East side of the river establishing, keeping up and
supporting a harbor and landing on that side which commanded all
the Northern trade ;

~ the first site of a Harbor twenty years earlier was on
the West side at Hanford's_Lén&iné agd the Northern trade was
there [Hanford's was at the site of earlier King's Landing]

— State street [west sidel] was the iargest business street,
selling nearly all the goods,! and the Mansion House had the most
tavern businesé. The uestsidérs had surrendered their rights
and even helped to improve the east-side harbor, and
consequently the Mansion House and State Street lost nearly half
their business

— the East side had less business and fewer inhabitants,
but they "tolled" the west siders over to their side with "high
Bridges, Harbors, perpendicular rﬁqu down the banks, Railroad
Depots and a chgin of stores across'the river on the Bridge,
"like a trail of corn to coax the hégs into the pen, till they
nearly equalled us in population and business"

- he commended their ambition and enterprise, but thought
that all of Carthage business was forced and unnatural because
it was hemmed in between the River and Irondequoit Bay, without

any leading road passing thﬁough it
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- its banks were not practicable for constructing a road to
the Harbor that a team can pass up and down with safety
—- "Jts Railroad is about worn out and abandoned; passengers
and freight have fallen off, steamboats have abandoned the
harbor — or been put off at quarantine at the river mouth, being
necessary to convey passengers and freight by a poor road on
five of the seven necessary miles" (while the River waﬁeré'were
gbod and navigéble still)
~ from.the harbor on the west side to the top of the hill
-wés.ab;ut 200 rods and about 200 feet rise — one foot to the
rod-— an easy ascent or descent for a team to manage a full load
oﬁ one incline
Vol he had had the ground examined and it was estimated that
ghé'road could be built for $3500 and completed in six weeks
. the road would benefit the real estate of the first and
second wards by increasing the value
- he pointed out that the north part of the second ward had
been paying taxes which benefited the other parts of the city
— he didn't want to excite feelings between East and West,
but he named West side businessmeﬁ'who built spacioué mansions
on the East side, and thought west side appearances could be
improved if those mansions were on ghe West side — nearer
their businesses
-~ he pointed out his partiality as a 2nd Ward resident, but

said hé always viewed the 2nd Ward as having more natural

advantages than:all the rest of the wards combined

.
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He asked the Common Council to supply a committee of from five
to twelve to examine the ground and report on the subject
bimmediately. He said the work could be done by common laborers
.and done in winter as well as in any season. He believed the
proposed site was the only ground that could be occupied to
advaptage for the purpose.

.andne wishing to learn more about this road, which was
eventually built, can see also RHSPFS II, 215 and RHSQFS X1,
238 which tell of Buell Avenue being built to divert trade:from ..
Carthage, the settlement across the river on the east éiéé ;f
the Genesee.

In 1842 Gardiner McCracken was elected city assesgor with
Silas Ball and Frances Peocock. He received 278 votesnxut of a
total vote of 1025. Silas Ball received 282 votes; F;ahges

Peocock received 280 (Rochester Daily Democrat, March 4, 1842,

2-1).
Gardiner's death in 1845 at age 59 was noted as follous

Died: In this city on 30th ult, Gardner McCracken,
one of the oldest residents in Rochester, aged 53
vears. Funeral from his residence on North State
Street, this day at 2 o'clock, P. M. (Rochester
Daily Democrat, May 1, 1845, 2-6). [Additional
notice: Rochester Daily Advertiser, May 1, 1845,
3-2]

His wife, whose name was Eunice, was not named as surviving him,
but her death notice followed soon after his

Died - In this city,'yesterday morning, Mrs. Eunice
McCracken, relict of the late Gardner McCracken, aged
62 years. Funeral at her late residence, No 282 State
st., at 3 o'clock this afternoon (Rochester Daily
Advertiser, -May 13, 1845). (Additional notice:
Rochester Daily Democrat, May 14, 1845, 2-7]
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Gardner McCracken's daughter, Lavina, married Captain
Martin Scott, U. S. A. on May 7, 1840 in Sﬁ. Luke's Church
(Episcopal Church records 1820-1851). The notice of her
nuptials noted that she was the only daughter of Gardner
McCracken (Rochester Daily Advertiser, May 8, 1840, 2-6).

With this item appeared the following

Accompanying the above notice-ue received an

appropriate compliment. Our best wishes for the

future welfare and prosperity of the happy couple!

May the gallant Captain ever be as successful and

fortqnate in the selection of his 'companion in arms'
- for the service of his country, as he has been in his

present selection. And may the fair bride enjoy, and

she certainly deserves, the best honors and renown

that aua;t the 'brave soldier's bride'’

Lavira McCracken, Lavina's cousin, in her "Reminiscences"
tefls us that Captain Scott, who was "for many years a
recruiting officer in this city" . . . . "was stationed at Fort
Macinack in Michigan after he left Rochester. He was shot
during the Mexican War, on Sept. 22nd, 1846, at the battle of
Monterey. His wife also met a violent death; she perished in
midocean in the ill-fated and lost ‘Arctic' in the year 1854"
(RHSPFS VI, 133-34). Turner adds that "'Capt. Scott, ' the
afterwards Col. Scott of the U. S. A. e e - uaé killed in the

Mexican War® (Turner, 1851, 620).

The events of Gardiner's life as uncovered so far are not
remarkable. He participated in the civic life of the times and
pursued a means of making a living, milling, which was not

unusual in those years. He was married, and had a daughter who
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apparently married well ﬁo a man with a promising military
career. Perhaps the most noteworthy action of his, which is
mentioned above, is that letter he wrote. The building of Buell
Avenue had a positive effect upon the economy of the area in

which he was wvitally interested.
Evidence from City Directories

In 1834 Ward 2 was described as follows: "Anl1l that part of
the said City lying west of the centre of the Genesee river, and
north of the said First Ward and part of Buffalo—Street [the
current West Main streeti.west of the Erie Canal, shall
constitute the Second Ward.® The population of the 2nd ward,
which as of 1834 included McCrackenville, was

- white males: 1421

- white females: 1417

- color'd population: 15

- males 21 and over: 706

- males under 21: 724
The total population of the five wards was

1st Ward, 1,881

2nd Ward, 2,862

3rd Ward, 2,538

4th Ward, 2,630

S5th Ward, 2,368 .

12,288 Total population of the city
The Fifth Ward, which contained the area that was known as
"Carthage, " [later McCrackenville was its rival for the river '
tradel, was made up of "All the . . . part of the said city

lying easi of the centre of the said Genesee river and north of
,

Main—-Street" (Charter and Directory of the City of Rochester,
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1834, 3-4).
A separate section of this Directory, Statisticks (sic),
provides the following information

"axported from the port of the’Genesee, within the
last year, to Canada and coastwise, Produce,
Manufactured Articles, Merchandise, and Stock, to the
amount of $807,510," — and there were at that time
1300 houses besides public buildings (pp. 1,2)

"That part of State—Street which passes through the
2nd ward, beginning at Mumford and Ann Streets (now
Andrews and Allen] is designated north State—street.
Fictitious numbers are used on several streets Uthh
have not been regularly numbered, for convenience
sake, which No. the houses instead of the doors; for
instance, fichiles, H. L. tinner, h. 4 North street.
The small h. designates the house of residence, and b.
the place of boarding; and where two streets are
mentioned with a name, the first shows the place%of
business or office. The name of persons of color: are
in italick (sic)" (p. 12).

-
Turner mentioned that four or five brothers of the name of

McCracken were early settlers in Batavia. He named Ruf&s as a
settler in 1805 in Township 12, Range 2, the same year and
location as William J. McCracken, and also wrote that Rufus and
Daniel McCracken were settlers on Buffalo Road in 1806. Neither
of these names has so far appeared in Rochester records, but the
City Directories list otﬁers by th9 name of !McCracken whose
addresses are the same as or very near the three brothers
written of above.

The 1834 directory lists the following

McCraken, Dr. David, farmer, 115 n. State-—st.

McCracken, Gardner, h. Fitzhugh—-st.

McCraken, Isaac, farmer, 115 n. State—st.

McCraken, John, farmer, 110 n. State-st.

McCraken, Patrick, blacksmith, h. River Alley
McCraken, William J., innkeeper, corner State and Brown
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At presént there is no proof of relationship between David,
Gardner, and William! and Isaac, John, or Patrick, unless they
are in some way related to one or another of the early Batavia
area settlers. Note the near locations: 110 and 115 n. State.

The 1838 Directory still lists Gardiner, David, William J.,
and John but the others are not listed. The city has grown to a
total population of 18,061 as of September, and the second Ward
population is 4684, the lar%est of all five wards.

I
In 1840 the list of McCracken names grows, and possible

relationships begin to appeér.

Patrick Blacksmith 6 Frank
Gardner Farmer . 282 State
Tracy Engineer b. 282 State
Nelson Engineer b. 282 State
David Farmer \ N Statse

John Farmer Lower Falls
William Farmer ' Lower Falls
William ' . 6 Brown

i

Frank Street is currently (1992) Plymouth Avenue and Patrick's
residence maf have been fairly near the number 6 Brown Street
presumed to be the residence of William, the one—-time innkeeper
of that area. Tracy and Nelson are living with Gardner at the
address also given for Eunice McCracken, the widow of Gardner,
in her obituary (see page 22 abové). Were they sons living at
home? John is still a farmer and located at Lower Falls. Was
his previous 110 n. State—-street address the same location?
The 1844 directory does not have a listing for the
McCracken Hotel. There is a listing for Cataract House, J.
Tone proprietor, at the corner of State and Browun Streets, an

. . B
intersection once given for the lMcCracken Tavern. There is a



listi

The proprietors were D. Buell and N. Orssin.

as proprietor of Farmer's Home at 246 N. State street.

ng for Cottage Inn,

no listing of
However,
ten
John Clerk
Robert - Tanner
Patrick ‘Blacksmith
Ni}liam W.
Lyman
Harvey W. - Clerk
Gardrner ’
Tracey Civil Engineer
Nelson Civil Engineer
M. A. Mrs.

A
1
)
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Northern Retreat,

at McCrackenville.

G. Wimble is named

There is

a flouring mill for a‘McCracken.

the list of McCracken/McCraken names has grown to

3 St. Paul, b. 22 North

h.
h.
b.
b.
b.
h.
b.
b.
h.

cor. Amity and North
152 State

45 Mill

171 Main

46 Mill

282 State

282 State

282 State

North State,
McCrackenville

Lymgn has been named as a son of William J. (see page 16above),

but .William W. and Harvey are new names here.

M. A. is probably

the Maria A. Dannals who was the second wife, (now, 1844, widow

of),

1845,

Rober
John

McCra
McCra
Willi
Maria

tanne

is now a keeper of a boarding House at 107 State street;

Dr. Dawvid.

In the 1845-6 Directory Gardner is missing,

and the listing grows shorter

t Tanner,
Clerk

ckin and IMcEntee,

ckin, Patrick

am J.

A. Mrs.

Blacksmiths
Blacksmith

(see page 10 above).

having died in

h. cor. Amity and North
Minerva Bldg., b. 22 North
h. 9 Frank

h. 89 Frank

b. 36 Platt

h. South Sophia near Strong

The 1847-8 City Directory lists only Robert, who is still a

r, now at Jennings and Keeler's,

h. 28 North;

Maria A., who

and

William J., who still boards at 36 Platt street.

+
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In 1855 one finds only the following: Gordon, a machinist,
who boards at Tone's Hotel; Patrick, a blacksmith, house at 17
Oak Street; and William J., corner of Platt and Jones.

In 1857-8 William J. no longer appears in the City
Directory——only Patrick, who is now a coach blacksmith, with an
advertisement in the directory and a house at 20 Varnum; and
Roberﬁ who is still a tanner at Fitch and Allings, and now has a
house at St. Paul near Lower Falls. ‘ j

It is difficult to draw positive conclusions from the dgta
in the City Directories. One can see from the populétion
figures given for 1834 and 1838 that the city is gréwing. From'
all the years covered it can be seen that there ueré.numerous
McCrackens moving around in the city and in the secoga ward, and

: 1

that Patrick seems to be the one who appears longest in the

A
record. Robert, a tanner, did not live west of the Genesee

river. David and Gardner had died, and William moved to
Milwaukee at some time. There is no way to ascertain the

relationship, if any, between those males who were livihg with
or near David or Gardner, but the pioneer custom of helpfulness
toward, or dependence upon, famil§ members woula point to the
fact that some degree of family conhection was no doubt
present. No search was made in later directories.

The last search for the pioneer interactions which may
result in an explanation for the former "community" name of an
area around the Lower Falls of the Genesee river was in the real
estate records of the Monroe County Clerk's 0ffice, and that

-

search is not yet completed.

)
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listing for Cottage Inn, Northern Retreat, at McCrackenville.

The proprietors were D. Buell and N.Orssin. 8. Wimble is named

as proprietor of Farmer's Home at 246 N. State street. There is

no listing of a flouring mill for a’McCracken.

However, the list of McCracken/McCraken names has grown to
ten
John Clerk '3 St. Paul, b. 22 North
Robert Tanner h. cor. Amity and North
Patrick ‘Blacksmith h. 152 State
William W. b. 46 Mill
Lyman b. 171 Main
Harvey W. - Clerk b. 46 IMill
Gardner ’ h. 282 State
Tracey Civil Engineer b. 282 State
Nelson Civil Engineer b. 282 State
M. A. Mrs. h. North State,

McCrackenville

Lym§n has been named as a son of William J. (see page 18above),
but .William W. and Harvey are new némes here. M. A. is probably

the Maria A. Dannals who was the second wife, (now, 1844, widow

of), Dr. David. (see page 10 above).
In the 1845-6 Directory Gardner is missing, having died in
1845, and the listing grows shorter
Robert Tanner, h. cor. Amity and North
John Clerk Minerva Bldg., b. 22 North
McCrackin and McEntee, Blacksmiths h. 9 Frank
McCrackin, Patrick Blacksmith h. 9 Frank
William J. b. 36 Platt
Maria A. Mrs. h. South Sophia near Strong
The 1847-8 City Directory lists only Robert, who is still a
tanner, now at Jennings and Keeler's, h. 28 North; Maria A., who

is now a keeper of a boarding House at 107 State street; and

William J., who still boards at 36 Platt street.

+
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In 1855 one finds only the following: Gordon, a machinist,
who boards at Tone's Hotel; Patrick, a blacksmith, house at 17
Oak Street; and William J., corner of Platt and Jones.

In 1857-8 William J. no longer appears in the City
Directory-—only Patrick, who is now a coach blacksmith, with an
advertisement in the directory and a house at 20 Varnum; and
Roberﬁ who is still a tanner at Fitch and Allings, and now has a
house at St. Paul near Lower Falls. ' ;

It is difficult to draw positive conclusions from the Qata
in the City Directories. One can see from the populétion
figures given for 1834 and 1838 that the city is gréwing. From.
all the years covered it can be seen that there ueré.numerous

\
McCrackens moving around in the city and in the second ward, and

S
that Patrick seems to be the one who appears longest in the

record. Robert, a tanner, did not live west of the G;nesee
river. David and Gardner had died, and William moved to
Milwaukee at some time. There is no way to ascertain the
relationship, if any, between those males who were livihg with

or near David or Gardner, but the pioneer custom of helpfulness

toward, or dependence upon, family members would point to the

fact that gsome degree of family conﬁection was no doubt
present. No search was made in later directories.

The last search for the pioneer interactions which may
result in an explanation for the former "community" name of an
area around the Lower Falls of the Genesee river was in the real
estate records dof the Monroe County Clerk's 0ffice, and that

search is not yet completed.
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Real Estate Transactions in McCrackenville

"Dr. David McCracken lived in a large house, in a géove,
on the southwest corner of Lake Avenue and Driving Park Avenues
near the Lower Falls, and he gave IMcCrackenville its name”
(RHSPFS, VI, 344), but the names of William J. and Gardiner
appear more often in the transactions recorded in Appendix A
att;ched to this paper. : ) -

;

Among the names of éhosé_wiph_ghom the McCrackens had

real estate tranéactions<in'thé ﬁcdrackenville area are

¢

James Brisban

Fred'k Hanford

Josiah Bissell \

John McKay "

Warham Whitney \

Estate of Gideon Grangeﬁ

James Brisban was a minor when he arrived in 17388 on the

)

Holland Purchase with Mr. Thompson, a surveyor. Both of these
persons arrived from Schenectady by way of the mouth of the
Genesee before proceeding to Williamsburg where a surveyor's
store was esﬁablished_ James bought land in Batavia Village
soon after David McCracken bought land in the Village. James
was long a resident upon the Holland Purchase, serving as Post
Master ahd deputy county clerk (Turner, 1850). Acording to the
attached fppendix both Gardner and David McCracken bought land
in 1821 and 1824 respectively, in Great lot #44 (the
McCrackenville tract) from James Brisban (Liber 1, 148 and Liber

4, 375).

O0'Reilly éives the following account of Frederick Hanford
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"In January, 1810, Frederic Hanford opened a store of
goods at what was called the Upper Landing or Falltown
——the name of Genesee Landing was no longer strictly
applicable as another Landing had been established at
the Jjunction of the river and lake, at the village
called Charlotte. Hanford's was the first merchant's
store on the river between Avon and Lake Ontario —— a
distance of twenty-five miles. Hence the place has
since been termed "Hanford's Landing" (0'Reilly, 1838,
388x). ' '

Frederick and Mary Hanford sold to Ga?diner McCracken tuwo.
subd}visions.of great lot #36 in 1827 for $120.00 (Liber 8,
567)|.
 Josiah'Biééell was first a merchant before 1815, then a
miiler, and later (1835) active in real estate operations. In

i

1818, David McCracken obtained a mortgage . from Joseph

\
}

Bisse%l, Henrietta his wife, and Henry Ely, for 1/6 of lot 23,
"whergtthe Carthage bridge stikes the west bank," (Liber 33,
566). \[seé also Liber 33, 57?5 for release of this mortgsge]

Josiah was also the crusader, who, in 1829, first invited
Charles Grandison Finney, the evangelist, to come to
Rochestervile (Johnson, 1878, 93). Elder Bissell, a
Presbyterian, was organizer of "a Sabbatg—keeping stage and boat
iine,“‘the Pioneer Line, which did not operate on Sunday, and in
addition, its drivers and boatmen were non-drinkers (Johnson,
85). He headed the Monroe County éible Society, which provided
free Bibles for the poor. Johnson reports that Bissell "was
also a remarkably abrasive and self-righteous man" (Johnson,
92).

In 1818 John McKay of Caledonia and Thomas Mumford of

Cayuga County sold lots number 44 and 22 for $4,150 to David
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McCracken (Liber 33, 575). Lot 44 contained 100 acres, and lot
22 contained 5 1/2 acres. Lot 22 was at or near the location of
the Carthage bridge. Lot 44 was to be the main area of his
projected village.

In 1810 McKay and Mumford were partners with the Brown
brothers, Mattheuw, Francis; and David in the purchase of 200
acres north.of and adjoining the Hundred—Acre Tract (Turner,
1851, 592). The Hundred-Acre Tract was the original area of
Rochesterville. The 1810 purghase was later called Frankfort,
and was the area that contained the main or IMiddle Falls, and
has been called "The Birthplace of Rochester's Industry"

(Rochester History, July 1988). The power for the mills that

were built there came from a mill race that Brown and Mumford
finished in 1816 (0'Reilly, 1838, 257).

Before 1808 John and Robert McKay had erected a sawmill on
land that was later the village of Mumford. John McKay and
Thomas Mumford erected a large stone flouring mill at the
village of Mumford in 181? (Turner, 1851, 500).

Wareham Whitney was a prominent early Rochesterville
citizen. He was on the board of trustees for the village in
1821, and in 1838 he was elected alderman of the second ward of
the city of Rochester (0'Reilly, 1838, 258, 261). He served on
the building committee for the $25,000 Rochester New Market
facing Front and Market streets with its rear toward the Genesee
(0'Reilly, 377). 1In 1827 he erected his mills on Brown's Race
at the second falls of the Genesee with five pairs of stones

-

(0'Reilly, 3869).
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Turner (1851, 620) wrote that Whitney was from
Northampton, Massachusetts and came to Rochester in 1820. He
died in 1841. Varney (220) wrote that his home was north of
Blanchard's store, and that he was one of the first millers in
Rochesterville.
. ®¥}&K

In 1838 Warhamhand his wife, Nancy, sold to Gardiner
McCracken subdivision 1 of lot number 36 for $1000 (Liber 47,
185). In 1839 Gardner obtained from the estate of Gideon:
Granger, who had been one of the first settlers west of tAe
Genesee at the site of King's — later Hanford's Landing -
another part of lot 36 for $350.00 (Liber 53, 87).

After 1840 the McCracken names of many buyers listed En the
Grantee Index (Appendix A) are those of persons that have Aot
vet been firmly connected to the three founding McCracken.
brothers. William J. McCracken's name appears as late as 1861
as purchaser from Elizabeth Ferner. It is not known if he was
still a Rochester resident at that date.

The names given here connect the McCracken brothers to
prominent citizens of Rochester and the Genesee Counggy and
prove only that they did have deaiings with these other
pioneers, and does not hint that théy were more intimately
connected with any of them. No tracé of personal correspondence
has been found so far, but it seems reasonable to think that
coexistence at this early period of Rochester's economic
development made all of them subject to the same forces at work

in that era, principally the desire to deal with others in a
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manner that would increase their personal fortunes.

But, more has been written about many other pioneers than
has been written about the McCrackens, and there are several
indications that David and Gardiner had need to mortgage several
properties during the period of McCrackenville's development.
This would seem to indicate not only that McCrackenville
development did not proceed smoothly, but also that they were
considered worthy of the trust oé those who woﬁld give theée
mortgages, or, that the property'uas'a sufficiently valuable
security. The record of saleS'ana é%cganges is convoluted and
requires a quality of understanding not present in this

researcher. \
Conclusion

There are indications that the McCrackens were typical
pioneers in their search for the means of making a good living
in their new locations. They also seemed to rely to a good
extent upon their family members for support in their
transactions and locations of theib residences. They also were
at least nominally acceptable as trustworthy fellow citizens,
since no record was found of nefarious or wicked acts. On the
contrary, they were well spoken of in the records that were
found. Their lives seemed to be ordinary in that their ‘record
seems only to be of births, deaths, and marriages, as well as in
making a livelihood and acting as civic minded residents of new

communities. They were farmers when most men were farmers as
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well as entrepreneurs in order to provide for families.

Common origins are more difficult to establish. Many early
settlers were from Massachusetts or Connecticut, and some of
those settlers were from areas which were alternately in both
states because of border disputes between Massachusetts and
Connecticut, Oliver Phelps, the Kings and Grangers for example.
One early record for a William McCracken (not proven to be~én'
ancest?r of the tavérn keeper, Willaim J.) was found in the i?SO
Census: of New.Haven County, Connecticut. That William's
househéld.héd one male over 16 years, four under 16, and five
"free white females," (no ages given) and two slaves. The
connec#ions between some early settlers and David andAWilliam is
believea to have occurred in Batavia Village and another part of
the H&liénd ?urchase (pages 7,16—-18 abowve).

Paui Johnson (1978) tied successful business activity to
the mutual church memberships of dominant groups in Rochester,
and Dr. William Siles (communication to History class members in
1887) pointed out the capitalism which was available through the
close family ties of the wealthy first emigrants to the
frontiers of New York State. Neifher of these éondétions has
been proven in regard to the McCrackens. Only William J. has
been shown to be concerned with a cﬁurch congregation (pagé 13
above), but other connections may yet be uncovered.

Because of the difficulty of working with early
directories, research has so far not located exactly the

business and senvices which are expected would have developed at
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or near the Lower Falls locale, the location of "McCrackenville"
around the corners of present day Lake Avenue and Driving Park
Avenues and extending for several blocks southward toward former
Frankfort and Rochesterwville. The evidence of drawings and
photography does show that many mills and factories did
eveqtually develope on the mill sites proJjected on the earliest
map (1828) of the McCrackanville (éici'Tract, but nothing so far
shows that this development, other than the McCracken mill and
possibly a papermill or a tannery, occurred principally during
the time period that David and Gardner were still alive, or
still active in real estate deals (pages 9 and 18 above).

Only further research,'intd the names of suspected
developers, in the real estate records might be productive in
locating the actual locations of -additional businesseé and
services. Only the deeds and survey descriptions therein would
accurately locate ownership of parcels of land, but not
necessarily identify the persons who were conduct{:pg business
on land that was leased. This would be necessary because of the
impossibility of translating early directory addresses and
locations into early real estate locations.

One nebulous connection between the popular naming of the
McCrackenville location and the disappearence of that
terminology from popular usage may be that other Rochester
neighborhoods were designated by the activities which took
place in an area, such as Rochester's, "Butterhole," a dairying

area; "Baskettewn, " where residents were busy making baskets



Community in McCrackenville -36—
that sold readily; "Swillburg," where pigs were raised;
"Dutchtown, " where many residents were "Deutsche," or German
speaking peoples. On the other hand, McCrackenville was named
for a person or persons who lived in it and were possibly the
principal owners there, and who later died or moved away from
the area. Then there remained no common association of persons
or. actiitieé‘ﬁith‘an area which was now part of a greater
entity, the City of Rochester. ;

After 1850 the area was becoming a “pass—through" area as:
Rochester continued to expand to the north and west, and-
furthermore, the power of the river and the mills which used it
became less important as resources for manufactured goods énd
employment. Electric power later became available, and couid

o

serve factories and businesses at a distance from the river.

\
Businesses and services were established in McCrackenville's

area but they had no known connection with the original
McCracken pioneers.

One anthropologist, Radcliffe—-Brown, held that a “society"
- by extension a "community" — had three components: an
economic system, a political systém, and a kinship system.
Because McCrackenville was not a ciosed society, but part of a
larger entity, it has not been possible to expose those threé
requirements of a society/community. Only the limited kinship.
grouping of one family has emerged from this research, but the
events of their lives can be viewed as a microcosm that was
representative bf early nineteenth century life on an early

frontier of New York State.
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May 1, 1845, 3-2
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Appendix A

—-1-

GRANTEE INDEX M JANUARY I, 1821 — DECEMBER 31, 1871
GRANTEE IS BUYER
GRANTOR IS SELLER
LIBER = INDEX OF DEEDS
DESC. = DESCRIPTION
Earlier records are in Canandaigua or Batavia
Paul Wheeler is the person in charge of Records Management
PAGE 1485 OF THE GRANTEE INDEX:'
YEAR GRANTEE GRANTOR LIBER PAGE LOT DESC.
1821 Gardner McCracken James Brisban.et al 1 148 44 Gates
182@ Pavid McCracken James Brisban et al 4 375 44 Gatés
1824 Gardner IMcCraken(sic) John Bingham et al S S5 36 Gates
587
. 1827.. Gardiner(sic) McCraken Fred'k Hanford et al 8 567 388 Gates
-1827 David McCraken Fred'k Hanford et al 8 568 23 Gates
1827 Gardner IMcCraken Joseph Patterson et al i0 235 44 Gates
1827 Gardner IMcCraken Amos Patterson et al - —_—— =
Heirs of Lyman Patterson 11 214 44 Gates
FIND: Grantor McCracken, Liber 14, 63 — Land, Saumill and millrace
noted in rough draft of Cultural Resources Inventory
"Hastings Street,", 6.
;828 David McCracken Gardner McCracken et al 15 245 23&44 ¢
1829 David McCracken Josiah Bissell Jr. et al 15 246 36 Gates
1828 Gardner McCraken Wm. W. Mumford et al 22 186 1&10 36"
PAOGE 1486 OF THE GRANTEE INDEX
1835 Gardner IMcCraken Ralph Granger & al 32 151 Pt 36
20,000 Acr
1836 David McCraken John McKay et al 33 575 22 Gates
1836 Gardner McCracken David McCraken 33 450 —- McCrack
en Street
1836 Gardner McCracken David McCraken . 33 443 22.2 Gates
1836 David McCracken Josiah Bissell & al 33 566 23 Gates
1836 Gardner McCracken Solomon Stevens 36 354 485 -
1836 Mary McCracken Levi Gray - 36 413 4 Sweden
1836 Gardner McCraken David McCracken 37 118 — —
1836 David McCraken Samuel D. Dakin & al 37 128 Pt 23 —
18386 Gardner McCraken Robert Macey 38 62 616 -
1837 Gardner McCracken John G. Crandall 22.
& al by master 42 82 23&36
McCracken—
ville
1827 Gardner McCrapken Wm. Buell A2 280 Release
1827 Gardner McCracken Rochester City Bank 42 2380 "



