McCRACKENVILLE

McCrackenville is no more! No old citizen of Rochester
traces life's beginning from there. In a city where old timers
tell each other that they (or their families) came from Dutch-
town, Bull's Head or some éther of the city's old neighborhoods,
no éne tells yarns about McCrackenville, yet there once was such
an area in the early days of thé city's history. Not even Arch
Merrill, that inveterate teller of tales about regional settle-
ments and their pioneers, had a story to tell about a settlement
that grew along the present city's west side at the Lower and
Middle Falls. Was it so uninteresting? Did nothing happen
theré?

A search for information about that old settlement yields
little. Most is embedded in writings about King's Landing and
Frankfort, settlements to north and south of its location nsar
the Lower Falls, or in reminiscences of pioneers and early
travelers who passed through the forested region in early days.

Carthage, the early settlement on the eaip bank of the
Genesee, Rochesterville's early rival for regional preeminence,
has numerous chroniclers, while little is written about the
hamlet on the west bank, whose river port eventually stole away
the shipping monopoly of Carthage's port.

An item in Turner's Pioneer Hisfory of Phelps and Gorham's

Purchase tells us that three brothers, who were pioneers in

1805 or 1806 near Batavia, moved to the Rochester area soon

’
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after the War of 1812. These men were Dr. David M'Cracken, Wm.
J. McCracken, and Gardner (sometimes recorded as Gardiner)
McCracken. The family name is sometimes used as IM'Cracken,
McCraken, or even McCrocken. Mrs. Hiram Blanchard, William J.
McCracken's daughter Lavira, in her "Reminiscences of
McCrackenville" said that the year her father removed to
Rochesterville area was 1815 when she was three years old.:

A map made in 1826 and signed by David McCracken and
Charles Perkins shows McCrackenville to have been located along
the eastern side of original lot number 44, T. 1, short range,
and possibly three or four lots lying east of original lot 36 of
the Twenty Thousand fAcre Tract, part of the original Phelps and
Gorham's Purchase. This map pictures street names current at
the time, and the other street names supplied here are the
probable modern equivalents:

Broadway/Lake Avenue

McCracken Street/Driving Park Avenue
Brisban Street/Glenwood Avenue
Champion Street/Glendale Avente
Perkins Street/Ravine Avenue

Ann Street/Fulton Avenue

Burns Street/Clarkson Street

Mill Street and Factory Street/

now Hastings Street, (parts of both
are no longer useable)

The map also shows a "Turnpike leading to the head of
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navigation" lying east of Broadway and running northerly from
McCracken Street, and lying near the Genesee River gorge. The
map shows a road "leading to the Erie Canal" running westerly
from Broadway and lying to the north of a ravine containing
"Deep Gulf Stream."

The “Turnpike" is probably the access road that would later
lead to Buell's Landing, called still later Kelsey's Landing.
The road leading to the Erie canal could be that later called
Rowe Street, and presently named Lexington Avenue. Deep Gulf
Stream ran in what early settlers called "Deep Hollow" and the
map shows that it emptied into the Genesee above the Lower
Falls. At the time the map was drawn, McCracken Street ran only
from Broadway easterly to the river gorge. Was all of this an
actuality, or was it the way Dr. David planned it to be when the
little settlement to which he gave his name became more than a
plan on paper? This writer prefers to think it was a blend of
reality and a dream.

The map shows nine millsites containing a millrace with a
twenty—-two foot fall which was supplied by a %illdam at the
location of the Middle Falls, sometimes called in early days
"the upper step of the Lower Falls."

In what way early settlers defined the location of the
elusive settlement of "McCrackenville" is nowhere explained.

One modern day historian of early settlements which were
swallowed up by Rochester's growth placed it very loosely

between present day Lyell Avenue and Ridge Road. This seems
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too wide an area because Henry 0'Reilly in his Sketches of
Rochester article, "Sewers in Rochester Previous to 1834, "
lists McCrocken (sic) sewer, 485 feet long, two feet by one foot
ten inches on State Street, the name applied to present Lake
Avenue in 1834.2 One other possible location for this sewer
could have been near an hotel built by William McCracken at
State and present day Brown Streets. Wherever it was, a sewer
is a good indication that an actual settlement was there.

The brothers McCracken realized the potential worth of the
land they settled hear the Falls. Just as Rochesterwville and
earliest Rochester developed because of the power inherent in
the falls of the Genesee, their aim was to develop industry (and
sell millsites) in yet another area containing water power for
future mills.

How long did McCrackenville exist? An unpublished paper,
resulting from a study done for thé City of Rochester before the
Pure Waters Tunnel could be built in the area of the nine mill
sites, reports that "While industrial activity in the mill lot
area was continuous for over 130 years, McCrackenville did not
develop as a successful residential settlement. . . ."3 The
same study states that Dr. David McCracken had purchased land
"south of Deep Hollow sometime before 1815." In 1834 Rochester
oxtended its borders north from "Frankfort" along the west bank
of the river as far as the landing at the foot of Buell Avenue.

A newspaper item in 1858, "A Stroll Through McCracken-—

ville"+ tells us that the name of the locality was still in use

.
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as far as that date and records some of the building activity
taking place in McCrackenville, and which was also employing
large numbers of men.

Captain Miller was erecting a brick building opposite
Ryan's Nurseries [near present day Phelps Avenuel to be used as
a "lager bier brewery."

Messrs. Jones were building a large reservoir 800 feet
square and 10 feet deep to be used for storage of water pumped
from the river below and then used, after filtering, by the
paper mills. [Such a reservoir shows on the city plat map dated
1875.1]

Mr. Conway, a contractor, was excavating dirt at Deep
Hollow, constructing bench walls, laying stones for an arch, and
planning to drive a team across in six weeks.

Other earlier - and ensuing — industries located at the
riverside mill sites, identified by the unpublished paper of
Bodner, Drumlewvitch and Nagel, were a sawmill north of lot nine
on the tail race, (the first industry established), and next
"mills and factories" which appeared on the 1§38 Cornell map.

By 1845 these unnamed industries were attributed to Stoddard and
Freeman Paper Mills and a tannery owned by Charles and Oliver
Cross. The study states that another paper company and two
furniture companies followed, "either utilizing older structures
or building new structures upon the ruins of the old."

Names of the furniture companies were: Charles Hayden

Furniture Company, established first, and Barnard and Simons,
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which followed, using the structures of Hayden's Company and
property belonging to earlier paper mills. A copy of an
excellent picture from the Stone Negative Collection included
with this paper is a record of buildings once standing on thé
flats at the west side of Lower Falls. The buildings housed the
industries which used the water power of the early mill race.

No étructure stands there now!

This writer has also been told of a trunk factory, a graham
flour mill, and Robinson's Chair Factory reputed to have been
among the industries of !McCrackenville.s There was also a
branch of a carpet factory located at the Lower Falls.s

There is a confusing record in 0'Reilly's Sketches of
Rochester which says: "a new start in papermaking by P. Foley
and Company who have leased and altered the flouring mill of Dr.
McCracken on the east side of the Lower Falls, in the second
ward. "? The second ward was on the west side of the river and
included INMcCrackenville. The industries mentioned here were on

the east side of the McCrackenville Tract, but on the west

side of the river. 0'Reilly also named Gardiger McCracken as
proprietor of the same mill. Were there two McCracken mills? on
two sides of the river? Who can tell?

There are stories to be found about Deep Hollow, the wvery
steep ravine that was an important feature of the McCrackenville
area, and one lesgend of the river gorge tells about an exiled
Frenchman who married an Indian maiden, only to leap with her to

death on rocks of the river when his countrymen urged him to

’
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return to his homeland — alone. Recorded in emotional poetry is
the "mournful event" of the death and burial of a younger
brother of Catlin, the famous bortrayer of Western Indian life.
The young Catlin died by drowning in the river below the Lower
Falls.

DEEP HOLLOW

This ravine was so steep that the Indian Trail on the west
side of the Genesee went around, and the detour around the
depression caused considerable inconvenience to the earliest
settlers on the west side of the Genesee. Eleven year old
William Hencher and his father traveled down the east side of
the river before crossing near the mouth in 1781. They were
arriving from Big Flats to build a hut and cut grass for stock
before moving the rest of the family there in 1792. When

William Hencher the second later wrote his Reminiscences® he

wrote of the detour around Deep Hollow that was necessary when
traveling up the river toward Scottsville on only “"a wood's road

through the present city of Rochester.

By the end of the decade the ravine wasabridged and a road
of sorts went as far as King's Landing on the river's west side,
a short distance north of the present Veteran's Memorial Bridge
which spans the river gorge. The early bridge and wagon road
were needed in order for Gideon King and Zadock Granger to move
their families to the site of their settlememt in 1796-97.

John Maude, a British traveler in the Genesee Country,

mentioned passing over an "excellent bridge over a gully
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forty feet in depth." Both Maude and Hencher credited Colonel
Josiah Fish with the building of the bridge. Maude wrote that
Fish gathered all the men in his neighborhood and the bridge was
built in two days.® Fish was supervisor of Northampton in 1737,
'98, '99, and 'S0 (sic) and was "credited for money expended" on
the bridge in the amount of $475.:10

Jehiel Kelsey wrote that he was among those who helped to
build the bridge, and that previously people had to go
three—fourths of a mile out of the way to get over the '"gulf."
He also said the bridge builders came from Avon and above.11

Stone's Dragoons used this bridge on their march to
Charlotte May 14, 1814 when the British were threatening an
attack on the settlement there during the War of 1812.:2

Before 1800, Wheelock Wood operated a saw mill on "Deep
Gully Creek" for one year before he was obliged to give up the
effort and take his workmen back to Lima because they were
“prostrated by disease." He had to abandon his mill when he
could not find other workers willing to be exposed to disease at
that place.i1s *

An interesting addition to the story of Deep Hollow is the
anecdote about "Fort Bender" which was erected at Deep Hollow as
Rochesterville's last line of defense during the attack on
Charlotte in 1814. Before men from early Rochester left to help
defend Charlotte they threw up a breastwork at Deep Hollow.
Planks from the bridge were made ready for easy removal if the

enemy should be, sighted approaching by road from the north.
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A four pound canon was left for use by the small band of men
stationed there. No attack occurred, but "Fort Bender" is one
historical "happening" which is recalled by a few local
residents of the area, only because it is part of local lore,
not memory.

Fort Bender was named for Hastings R. Bender, lawyer, the
first magistrate in Frankfort, who was instrumental in having
Rochester's first "fort" erected. The original public school #7
was later erected at the same site, erasing the last wvestige of
the earthwork.

Over the years Deep Hollow has been entirely filled by the
rubbish and rubble of the city, and is to be found only on old
maps, and in the memories of some older citizens who once
explored (played in) the last remaining part near Lake Avenue
before it was used as a landfill for construction waste, and

commercial buildings erected on the new surface.

DEATH OF CATLIN, THE YOUNGER
v
When DeWitt Clinton died, Catlin, the artist later famed
for his work in picturing western Native American Indian life,
was selected to make a portrait. Catlin used as a resource a
likeness he had done previously for the corporation of New York.
When finished, his younger brother, also an artist, took the
picture to those in Rochester who had commissioned it.14

Once in Rochester, Catlin the younger went exploring along
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the Genesee River banks. It might have been Spring or early
Summer, because the falls were described as "at that stage
whereat those falls appear most beautiful." Young Catlin
descended the banks to better admire the scenery. Which bank
did he descend? The west bank afforded the better access unless
he went down the east side to Carthage Landing. At any event,
he approached very close to the Lower Falls and went into the
river, whether to bathe or to get a better view from the middle
of the river (remember he was an artist) is unknown. What ever
his reason, the result was tragedy. A nearby fisherman heard
only his final cry. Young Catlin never left the river alive!

The fisherman survived the suspicion of foul play placed
upon him when it was decided the death most likely resulted from
cramp. This writer thinks he could not swim and stepped into
deep water.

Horatio Gates Warner wrote thirty-two lines of poetry
concerning the event of Catlin's funeral, musing upon the un-
timely death of a young artist who died so for from home and
family. Warner and Henry O'Reilly were among those who attended
to the ceremonies required at the burial of the unfortunate
young man.

The lines of poetry are included here for contemplation:
Lines about "the melancholy event" of the death by drowning
below the Lower Falls, Genesee River, of the brother of Catlin,
“the unrivaled picturer of the character and appearance of the

Red Men of the West," by Horatio Gates Warner.:1®
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“Me thought, while o'er his bier the many gazed,
Who knew but of his name, nor friends nor home,
Who lent a hand in Christian charity
To give the stranger all that friends can hope-—
Me thought upon the loved of him who found
A watery death, untimely, sad, and strange-—
Perhaps, while o'er that bosom falls the earth,
The rattling earth that hides our every gaze,
A mother softly heaves a prayer to Heawven
To guard from dangerous chance her absent son:
Perhaps, while not a teardrop falls upon
The turf that shields 'a once—fond brother's heart
Some boding spirit steals a sister's sigh,
And midnight dreams the slumbers haunt of Love:
Perhaps, while strangers chant the hymn of death,
In him their dearest hopes are full and high:
On Fame's broad roll, in Fancy's ken, they see
Engraved his name with such as live in death-
With Hogarth, Holbein, Raphael, Angelo-
And feel the Jjoy that Genius wins from Fame.

Oh! it is bliss to feed upon the hopes
That worth and talents wake for those we love!
There is no Jjoy that warms a parent's bosom
That is of purer, heavenlier glow than this!
And ah! no ills of life that sicken souls-
That crush the spirit when it seems most bless'd
And on the dearest hopes cast deadliest blight,
Rolls Sorrow's cloud more chilly, deeply dark,
Than when we thus must mourn the wither'd bud
Of Genius cropp'd by rude and unlook'd Fate-
Denied the boon to close his dying eyes,
Or pour our gushing sorrow o'er his grave!"

—Horatio Gates Warner-—

Reth St 231525
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What ever happened to the Mc Crackens? That can be the
subject for another chapter on McCrackenville. Let it suffice
to give a brief narrative account a la Merrill of some
information gleaned from newspapers of the time and other
sources. Dr. David McCracken lived before 1820 in a large house
in a grove of trees at the south-west corner of the present Lake
Avenue and Driving Park Avenue intersection. He later lived
near Ambrose Street. He never had children, but did engage in
flour—-milling, and was at some time a city assessor before he
died in 1842.

The owner and current resident of a house located at #21
Mason Street says his house was once owned by a McCracken, and
was moved from its original site when Grace United Methodist
Church was built at the corner of present day Thorne Street and
Driving Park Avenue (once McCracken Street). A tree near his
property is of a great size and could possibly have grown in the
grove which once covered the area.

Gardiner McCracken was a miller also, and lived in a grove
at the south—east corner of Lake Avenue and D;iving Park Avenue.
Later he was a delegate to the Whig County Convention in 1835.

It was Gardiner who wrote a lengthy letter to the Rochester

Daily Democrat in 1841, giving all his reasons for the

practicality of building (or improving?) the road called Buell
Avenue down to a landing on the west side of the Genesee Jjust
about opposite Carthage's Landing. Gardiner died in 1845,

leaving a daughter Lawvina, Mrs. Martin Scott.
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William J. McCracken built and managed the North American
Hotel in Frankfort at the corner of present day State and Brown
Streets. This was a tavern at the eastern terminus of the stage
line from Lewiston, and offered comfortable accommodations to
visitors from the countryside and those travelling through the
city. He had a daughter, Lavira, who married Hiram Blanchard, a
merchant who operated a store near her father's hotel. He had
another daughter, Marietta, who married Andrew Jackson
Langworthy. The William J. McCracken family lived in several
homes in the vicinity of the hotel because his wife did not like
to live at the hotel.

In conclusion it seems necessary to state that almost
everyone who heard the term "McCrackenville" from the lips of
this researcher responded with a blank look. Can a légend exist
if no one ever heard of it? Do tales have value if hidden in
books? Does lore exist if no one repeats it?

One memory lives in the recollection of a person who
offered material for this paper, and that personal observation
is offered as an addendumn. The following accgunt is a young
girl's recollection of the night the "furniture factory" burned.

It is her evewitness story of the complete destruction of
the last remaining building which stood on the flats beside the
Lower Falls, the Barnard and Simons Furniture factory building,

destroyved by fire on September 15, 1864.
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REMEMBRANCE

Fire trucks and police cars can spark the imagination of
children and send them chasing after to see what is going on.

As a child of perhap 11 or 12 factually, 9 years, 9 months,
when the date of the fire was later determinedl, I was no
different. The sound set my heart to pumping with excitement
and intense curiosity to see just where the trucks were going
and how close they were.

On an evening in mid-summer [later' verified as being
September 15, 18964] such a commotion was taking place right in
my neighborhood. Little did I know at the time, that the event
taking place had historical signicance, and I was an eyewitness
to the end of an era along the Genesee River.

To me, the building in the river gorge, near the lower
falls, was Jjust a building full of the unknown, dark and scarry,
full of bums. There was no problem keeping me out of it, for
home rules forbad us to go past the main street known as Lake
Avenue. The building in the gorge was once one of many. This
building was a furniture factory in last stages of existance.

But this particular night, the sounds of the fire trucks
and police cars attracted me to cross this boundary.

On the other side of the boundary is the YMCA (Maplewood
Branch). My father worked there for many years as an instructor
of swimming and a life guard.

He was working that night. My thoughts were if him and if
he was safe. All I could see was the fire trucks converging
there.

‘When I arrived the night was aglow with flashing lights,
crackling radio noises, men yelling orders and lots of organized
chaos. The closer I came to the "Y", I could see that the fire
was not there! The fire was beyond the building, past the
trees at the end of the "Y's" fields. It was down in the gorge,
the last building from days gone by was burning! From my
viewpoint above, the flames from the fire were shooting so high
in the air, I would dare to say now, some 2 to 3 hundred feet in
the air.

I went into the "Y" to tell my father I had come over to
see if he was all right. I found my older brother instead.
Being a typical older brother, he yelled at me and threaten dire
punishment at his hands for being across Lake Avenus.

I explained my reason of worry for Dad after seeing the
flames. That calmed him down considerably. He pointed to the
roof at the few men armed with hoses, telling me that one of
them was Dad. He had been up there for some time.

They were trying to keep the hot ash from igniting the
building. Some of the pieces falling were as big as soft balls.

The people were converging from everywhere to get closer to
Hastings Street. They were coming from across the river, from
Ridgeway Avenue to the North, Lyell Avenue to the South and Mt.
Read Blwvd. to the west. The smoke and flames had enticed that
same sense of curiosity in them to come and see.
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People were crowded on the south side of Driving Park
Avenue bridge, in some spots two or three deep and blocking
traffic crossing the bridge.

As the fire intensified, police had to remove the people
from the bridge. The concentrated weight on the one side was
causing the bridge to sway as the traffic built up with
onloockers.

The neighborhood was scented with the heavy smoke. I
remember going to bed with the scent and waking with the smell
still as intense as the previous night.

The fire burned for days. The fire company stayed with the
fire round the clock. They continued to hose it down, catching
spot fires as they ignited below the debris.

In the course of the fire, the night the gorge glowed, the
building roof and three of the outer support walls had crumpled,
victims of the intense heat and corrosive flames.

In the morning, my dad, tired from the long night, took me
back down to watch the firemen and to see if they had succeeded
in defeating the fire. One wall remained standing.

The firemen were focusing a hard stream of water at the
stubborn holdout. Toward dusk of the second day the last wall
collapsed with a great deal of noise.

I remember a junk car lot next to the building also. By
morning the intense heat had stripped the cars of their paint
and broken any remaining glass, shattered or melted.

My memories of that night will stay with me a long time.

I can still see the pillar of flame, and remember thinking
"that 's the world's biggest candle flame! "To this day, each time
I venture down into the gorge, I stand on the site of the old
factory and remember the sounds and sights of that night.

Margaret F. Hall Brennan

2

[This reminiscence was appended to a paper 1 wrote on
"McCrackenville" for a history course I took in 1887: Tall
Tales, Folklore and Legend, with Dr. Wm. H. Siles.]

C. M. Hall
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FIRE RAZES FACTORY ON RIVERSIDE

A spectacular two—alarm fire, spewing flames and sparks
hundreds of feet into the sky, destroyed a vacant furniture
factory at 6 Hastings St. last night.

Thousands of spectators watched the roaring blaze from Lake
Avenue, Driving Park Avenue bridge and St. Paul Street as it
quickly consumed the five—-story brick building next to the lower
falls of the Genesee River.

Up to 100 firefighters battled the flames, which started
about 7:35 p.m. Within 40 minutes, most of the walls of the
65—year—old building had crumbled. No one was reported injured.

Searing heat nearly drove away the first firemen on the
scene as they moved equipment down the narrow street, which runs
off the west end of the Driving Park Avenue bridge. It was the
only access road to the fire. '

A towering funnel of black smoke was wvisible throughout
most of the county as it climbed high into the ewvening sky.
Sparks thrown from the blaze landed on both sides of the river,
but no fires were reported. Firemen in roving trucks moved
along Carthage Driwve, Awvenue A, St. Paul Street and as far south
as Hart Stret, hosing down roofs.

The City Fire Bureau was deluged with calls as worried
nearby residents asked for help. Homes on Raines Park, Rawvine
Avenue, Glendale Park and other streets near Lake Avenue on the
woest side of the river were endangered by a shower of hot
embers.

As the fire burned itself into ashes about 10 last night, a
dense cloud of white smoke, driven by a light westerly breeze,
settled over several blocks on the east side of the river.

Until 1958, the building was occupied by Barnard & Simonds
Co., a chair manufacturing firm. When the company merged with a
Michigan furniture firm, the building was purchased by a
Frederick Lohmueller for $980, 000. It was operated as a quality
furniture factory until three years ago when it was purchased by
Victor Greenberg of 156 Ferncastle Road, Irondequoit, owner of
Vic's Auto Parts, 7390 Lake qQve.

He told fire officials he paid $34,000 for the building.

It was not insured.

Ten box alarms were turned in on the fire, Fire Bureau
dispatchers said, the first one from Lake Avenue and Glendale
Park.

At the heightof the blaze five "deluge" sets, pumping water
at 750 gallons a minute, poured steady streams into the flame-
engulfed structure, according to Fire Chief Joseph Donovan.

Police closed off Driving Park Avenue, including the
bridge, between Lake Avenue and St. Paul Street for more than an
hour. )

Firemen draped fireproof canvas over trucks within 100 feet



——

of the fire to protect the paint from burning.

Gasoline tanks on several Jjunk cars owned by autoc parts
firms exploded when remaining fumes ignited, Chief Donovan said.
Battalion Chief Joseph Nalore, head of the Arson investi-—

gation Squad, said that juveniles may have set the fire.

Accompanying pictures of the fire scene show:
—-autos near the burning building illuminated by the flames

—-a collapsing wall of the building.

Picture on page 1 A has caption: GORGE INFERNO — Flames leap
hundreds of feet skyward, lighting up Genesee gorge, as huge
blaze devours old furniture factory in Hastings Street. Fire
drew thousands of spectators to river bridges, creating huge
Jams. Story, other pictures on Page 1 B. e
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